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ST. BERNARDS CRICKET CLUB NEWLSETTER 
XMAS/DEC 2006

Welcome members of the Snowdog to the 2nd edition of the Balls N All Newsletter for season 2006/07, the Christmas Issue. As the festive season approaches and we step up the cheer and drinking another level, let’s look back on the first half of the season. On-field it’s been a mediocre start for the club in all grades compared to last season, however all grades are still in the hunt for a finals berth at the turn! Numbers have been a big issue with training not being as good as it should and some key personnel missing in the top 2 grades as well as the lower grades which has seen us almost having to forfeit several games for the 4ths. But due to some great behind the scenes work by AJ, Rosco, Phil Conlan and Kev “Sauce Loving” O’Connell have managed to get on the park and put in some good results and unearth some players of the future such as Liam Jilla and Cameron Govan! Players throughout the club have stepped up on the field but let’s get back to the numbers of last season and get those who haven’t been down back on it along with some new players for the second half of the year as we are not only the best blokes going around but have the best facilities in this area! So let’s all do some recruiting over the summer break as well!

Off the field, there is never a dull moment at St Bernard’s and someone is always keen for a sip, so you won’t go thirsty. Function wise we have had the Trivia Night, Sunday Session and a Junior Christmas break up luncheon, which were all a success but like on-field we need to get more numbers down! As cricket ends for 2006 our last function begins for the year with the age old tradition of Sensational Super Saturday Sippers at the clubrooms straight after the last ball is bowled. $15 per ticket…gets you BBQ dinner, 1 free drink on entry (no spirits) and 2 tickets into the XMAS HAMPER RAFFLE DRAW! So get down to the club for a drink after the game and get a solid session under your belt or just make an appearance for an hour or two! Plenty of games, raffles, drinks and Xmas cheer will be on so send off cricket 2006 with a good old Snowdog Sip!
We at Balls n All will be back in 2007 bigger and better than ever after Rowdy gets some batting tips and some runs from Santa and we also hopefully get Daff back from Santa as Mark stole him! On a semi-serious note we wish you all a MERRY CHRISTMAS and A SAFE NEW YEAR, may Santa bring you some nice gifts if you have been a good Snowdog and see you all in 2007 for a Snowdog Assault on Finals! 
All the very breast
Rowdy & Daff

P.S. If you have any Snowdog gossip, news, or photos from your Xmas and New Year festivities send them into myself (rowdy_43@hotmail.com) or Daff (daff_man@hotmail.com).
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SOCIAL NEWS

As season of 2006 draws a close we have had minimal functions at the club so far yet have been very successful. The trivia night, although not as many numbers as the previous year was another success and special thanks to Jamie of Trivia Knights for running the evening as well as all players who showed up and those who helped out with setting up, organising numbers and prizes! 

The Sunday session to watch the 2nd Ashes Test was down on numbers from the playing group, which was disappointing but an awesome Sunday sip was very much enjoyed by those who attended including some poker, fine games, indoor cricket, carpet bowls, oh yeh and some Test Cricket.

The Juniors had their Christmas break-up BBQ luncheon on last Saturday upstairs with great numbers of around 50 parents and Snowpups, special thanks to those involved in the Junior side who organised that event lets hope we can combine the two sections of the club and become one and there’s no better way to do it than the Reverse draw raffle on the Sunday after the last game in 2007!!

Looking ahead to 2007 and the social functions, it is a jam packed second half of the season with functions to lock in your diary now being:

-
Sunday 14th January = SUNDAY SESSION to watch the VB 1-dayer at the club on the big screen

-
Thursday 25th January = Annual 20/20 vs. Keilor Park…AUSTRALIA DAY EVE (Massive hit last year, get down there instead of training)

-
Sunday 4th February = SNOWDOGS GOLF DAY…Green Jacket up for grabs! Venue - TBA

-
Saturday 17th February = THEME NIGHT, theme is still TBA, Letter ‘S’ Party is the leader on 19votes from Back to School on 11, get voting on the website to have your say!

-
Sunday 4th March = REVERSE DRAW RAFFLE…For all St Bernard’s Cricket club players, supporters, community, partners, family, junior players and parents etc lets make it a success!

Finally, our last social function for the year 2006 is the age old tradition of the Sensational Saturday Super Sippers with the X-mass Raffle, to be held this SATURDAY 23RD DECEMBER at the clubrooms straight after the day’s play of cricket. Raffles, games, food and plenty of drink and Christmas cheer will be had so get down there and bring your partner/family along! TICKETS ARE $15, which includes 1 FREE DRINK (no spirits), 2 TICKETS into the XMAS RAFFLE and BBQ DINNER!

Lastly, all players wanting to “ROCK THE COTT” in Perth 2007 for our cricket trip give it a long hard think over the Christmas and New Years break in regards to funds, cut off date for official numbers will be the end of January, numbers will be taken when we start back!
The Balls N’ All Award – “Phaze” Davis Memorial MVP update!!!

After 5-time Osborne made it 1-time last season the race to win the clubs most treasured MVP award is hotting up at the half way mark. As most know Mark “Phaze” Davis was a champion player of the mighty Snowdogs and an all round “cool” guy, before he was struck down by a mystery illness ending his stint with us and ending a promising district/state cricket career. Craig was privileged to win the award last year and awe-struck at being mentioned in the same sentence as the great man, but who will rise to the top and take home Phaze this year. Some surprising leaders at the halfway mark of the season but 2-time is hot in pursuit.

1.
Ivan “Milat” Jurcic & Tristan “Klacks” Kassis = 8votes

2.
Craig “5-time” Osborne = 7 votes

3.
Trav Carrick = 6 votes

4.
Host of players all on 5 votes including the Davis brothers, DB, Daff, Kev, G-Tram and Millsy

EDITORIAL by MR X
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ON FIELD WRAP

Its been awhile since the last edition of the BnA newsletter, where the 1’s were sitting at 1-1, and are now 2-2 with an outright loss, the 2’s were 2-0 and now are 2-2 with an outright WIN. The 3rd’s were 1-1 and are currently 2-2 with an outright loss and finally the 4’s were 1-3 and have climbed to 3-5. Half way through the current round all 4 teams are evenly poised with big chances to win, the 1’s needing a further 160runs with 10 wickets in hand against Libo and Footscray United, thanks to Chisel and Ossie’s 4 wicket hauls. The 2’s are chasing a massive 330 to win on a small and fast Footscray home ground with Klacks also taking a 4 wicket bag in a marathon spell of bowling. The 3rds are 4/56 in reply to Strathmore’s 134, Korka the destroyer taking 5wickets and Daff made a quick-fire 25 as we are accustomed too from Mark! Finally the 4’s are in a strong position of having already won the game against East Keilor running through them for 84 due to Cooky’s 4wickets and Patty “Millhouse” Sherlock’s much awaited return to the game of 3 wickets. Phil Conlan’s 42 and Radders 30 steering the boys to the win and an outright shot this week! Let’s have a crack at making Rosco’s reach deep into his pocket for the first time in a season and a half and get an El Presidente’s shout for the Christmas break with 4wins, a very realistic goal!

1ST X1 – 7th…Must keeping winning to keep finals chance alive

Since last issue the first eleven have lost to Williamstown, scored a win over West Newport and lost outright to ladder leaders St Albans. In what has been a disappointing start to the season for the 1’s, we find ourselves 3spots from the 4 but 20points behind that spot. In a must win game this week against Footscray, a win before the break can keep a finals spot alive for another round! Shining lights of the last few games have been Siffy making 29n.o against Williamstown and the Davis brothers grabbing 2 wickets each in the same game. Against West Newport, rowdy took 4 wickets and along with G-Tram (2/25) were a potent opening ball combo as DB chipped in with 3/14 at the end. Siffy was amongst the runs again with 39 as he and Ding-ding got the 1st innings victory, as rowdy and DB got 2 more wickets each in the 2nd innings and Ossie (40) and mighty (36) were among the runs! The final game against a top class St Albans outfit saw Captain Cully holding our 1st innings together with 55 along with a valuable 17n.o from Chisel, adding respect to our total. 3 wickets to DB, 5-time and G-tram gave us a sniff before St Albans passed our 1st innings total and then rolled us to obtain the outright win!

2nd X1 – 4th…Holding steady in title defence

The 2’s under new leader AJ remain in the hunt for their title defence hanging onto 4th spot despite losing to Williamstown, came back with an outright win against West Newport followed by another loss to St Albans. Against Williamstown G-tram did the damage with 4wickets, but were rolled out for 118 with not enough contributors with the bat, Millsy top scoring with 21 as Garthy compiled a 39n.o in the 2nd innings. Round 4 saw the 2’s steamroll West Newport for an outright win, thanks to Chisel’s unavailability in the 2nd week as he took 8/20 in a days cricket, Connor returned with 5 wickets for the match also as the old firm (Dad’s Army) in Andre, Bourkey and AJ made the runs to score the emphatic victory. Finally, the 2’s were no match for St Albans for the 2nd year in a row at home despite making a competitive 179 with A. Rule 44, skipper AJ (34) and Bourkey and Ivan making 30. St Albans cruised to victory amassing 341 as Tobin (3/67) and Millsy (2/48) toiled hard for the dogs.

3rd XI – 8th…In touch but need to string some wins together!

Trav’s boys are only 9pts out of the 4 despite being in 8th spot on the ladder and need to string a few wins together or get an outright win to boost their chances. Since last edition the 3’s defeated Keilor, lost outright to Hoppers Crossing and lost to Royal Park in chase of an outright result. In the sole victory for the 3’s since last time the skipper led from the front completing the double of a hundred (112*) and a 5-wicket haul (6/15) as the boys chased down the opposition total of 213, an enormous effort by the skip! Since then Trav Carrick (3/24 & 4/20) and Daff (3/26) were the main contributors in their loss to Hoppers as Tim Raffle featured among the run getters. Finally against Royal Park, Daff continued his great form with the ball in a new found sense of his youth bowling very quick (could it be the effect of his lady-friend??) he took 4/16 and made a shit hot 34. Other good performers included Wilko who broke his comfort shackles to score 63, Zacca’s added 26, Paddle took 3/31 and Korka snared match figures of 4/41.

4th XI – 9th…Possible outright win to give 4’s major boost!

Only 13 points out of the 4 with a possible outright win this game can lift the 4’s right in touch with the top 4 in what would be an enormous effort considering the trouble with finding numbers for the first half of the year! Since Novembers issue the 4’s lost to Seddon, defeated Airport West & Aberfeldie Park and lost to Doutta’s. Round 5 in the lost to Seddon saw Kev O’Connell top score with 21 and wickets shared around.  The 4’s then won back to back games, firstly against Airport West where Ivan Jurcic starred with the bat with 82n.o and Ryan Scarborough did equally as better with the ball bagging 7/34, John Jordan (29) and Tom Overman (3/11) were other good performances. The 2nd win against Aberfeldie score the boys amass the highest team score in the club this year of 291, as the best male talent in the Kassis family, Peter top scored with 66, Phil Conlan (48), Barge (28) & Sauce Junior (27) contributing to the big total. The boys then bundled the opposition out for 84 on the back of Paddle and Greg Cook’s 5 wicket hauls. The 2nd innings saw some youngsters show what they can do as Dylan Thomas knocked up 34n.o and Cameron Govan made 77. In a make-shift side against Doutta’s we managed to scrape a team together and to their credit put in an admirable performance led by Phil Conlan (45) and Cameron Govan again featuring with 30. However, the boys were unable to defend 144 despite Liam Jilla pulling out his junior bag of tricks taking 4/15.
MILESTONES:

The current round sees two Snowdog favourites bring up some game milestones. Congratulations to Shaun “Comfort” Wilkinson and reaching 100 games for the mighty Snowdogs, Suzie is renowned for his comfort 20-30’s week in, week out but along the way to this milestone has captained the 3rd XI to a premiership and was also a huge member in the 2nd XI premiership last season with a good season with the bat and did Andy Bichel proud as the 12th man in the game! Congratulations Wilko, has been great to play with you personally wish you all the best for your milestone game, hopefully you can chip in with a big score to get the 2’s over the line in the big chase and here’s to more games for the Dogs!

Congratulations also to Korka on 50 games this round also! He has already begun to celebrate in style with an impressive 5-wicket haul on day 1 of the current game in the 3rds! Korka captained several games last year in the 4th XI and is having a great start to his season this year after a late start due to making the United States and America aware of the mighty snowdogs and spreading the Aussie love. Congratulations Darkshoes, hopefully you can slap a nice 50 on the weekend and look forward to many more games from you at the club!
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GETTING TO KNOW YOUR TEAM MATES
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Name: Nick Szkilnik

Nickname(s): Sherpa, Shiz, Shizzle, Skills, Skilly, Wee Man

Relationship status:  Single

Occupation: Full Time Student

First Car: Subaru Impreza 2001 Hatch

Dream Car: Subaru Impreza WRX Sti

Favourite food: Czech Roast Duck, Polish Bigos, Indian Curry

Favourite non-alcoholic drink: Red Bull

Favourite alcoholic drink:  Piwo (beer)

Favourite TV Show(s): Football Shows eg: Premier League highlights show, Ski PIG on Fuel TV, Thank God You’re here, Comedy Inc. 

Favourite movie: Mean Machine, but I’m going to see Borat soon.

Worst movie: Dunno really… probably some shit chick flicks

First Kiss: Deolinda Martins in year 6 in Warsaw

Favourite nightspot in Melbourne– why? Anywhere with mates really.

Phrase you’re known for saying a lot: no sayings, just laughing for no reason

Motto to live life by: Just Do It

Favourite song: Song 2 Blur

Cricket Superstitions: None

Sporting hero: My grandpa (played Rugby League for South Sydney and Australia), Eric Cantona, Jono Brauer

Favourite Cricketer (if different to sport hero): Ramnaresh Sarwan

Top 3 favourite sporting moments:

1. Australia vs. Uruguay World Cup Qualifier 

2. Manchester United Treble 1998-1999

3. South Melbourne Soccer Club, Victorian Premier League Grand Final 2006

Favourite Band/Artist: Hilltop Hoods, Bliss n Eso, Coldplay, Blink 182, Blur
What would your last meal be if you were on death row? Bigos!

If you were the 8th dwarf what would your name be? Lazy

Why do female cricketers wear a box?

To feel like Cricketers?

Where is Osama Bin Laden hiding?  Probably some shitty place like Tassie or S.A.

How would you rate your last season at the Snowdogs? Average, didn’t really step up, improved so far this season though, but still have to achieve my goals. 

Do you think The “best” pom we have had will return to the snowdogs? Why?

Perhaps, cos English cricket looks useless at the moment, plus we are the best club!

What song would you sing in a karaoke bar: Anything, I’m a rubbish singer anyway

Your most used pick up line? Don’t use any

If you were on Australian Idol what song would you sing?  Bugger singing, I’ll play my Alto Sax. 

Ever been arrested?  No, maybe in the future             What for: Soccer hooliganism

I want to be more like….          Josh Fraser                                 Because….  I am vertically challenged

Goals for cricket this season: Improve my batting and consistently make runs that contribute to the team (around 20 or more)

Favourite cricket captain – why?:  Trav Carrick, shows good leadership through his batting and also in the field. Has a good rapport with the rest of the team.

What would you be if you weren’t in your current occupation: Doing a crap job most likely or TAFE rather than Uni

Last time you cried: When Australia got knocked out of the World Cup by those cheating bastard diving soft Italian footballers or Collingwood losing back 2 back Grand Finals. Non sport, when my Babcia past away in 2004.  

Most memorable moment at the cricket club/highlight: Making a Grand Final in under 16’s.

Name a social function idea you would like to see introduced: St. Bernard’s CC Pub Crawl

All time favourite St Bernard’s character – why? Tony Isaacs, my first coach and very passionate about the club.

Describe your pre-game cricket routine:

Sleep in, get to the ground early, just generally prepare, warm up etc…

Greatest achievement:

Racing and competing with A.I.S. Skiers at the Australian University Winter Games in Super G and Giant Slalom, and beating some.

AFL Team: Collingwood

Funniest thing seen on a cricket field: Nick Swallow taking a wonder catch one handed at first slip in u16s when he looked lost and half a sleep near the end of the day’s play.

Best personal performance: u16’s Grand Final, long partnership with Tom Isaacs, fielded pretty well.  

Best bowling performance: 3/7 vs Hoppers Crossing this season

Best batting performance: I think 19 odd against Seddon two seasons ago. Best is still to come though.

Favourite game you’ve played at the club: Any game we win

VTCA club you love to beat? Keilor

If you had to invite 3 people to dinner who would they be? Eric Cantona, Adam Hodgeson (School friend from Poland, great Monty Python impersonator), Elisha Cuthbert

Stranded on an island name 3 things you would take: A soccer ball, a slab of Zywiec, and ski magazines 

Choose one (add comment if want)

· Paris/Nikki Nikki
· Summer/Marisa (O.C)  Summer
· Udders, peach, onion? Peach (What is this question about?)
Name St Bernard’s player most likely to appear on, and why? 

· Big Brother: Venuto, to see how he would fit amongst the muppets.
· Australian Idol: Dinna, would love the attention I reckon
· Australia’s Most Wanted: Well Dylan has had a good relationship with coppers in the past.
· Dancing with the stars: Brendan Almeida, if he goes as hard as he does when out
Ideal cricket trip location: Sydney

If you brought a race horse what would you call it? Szczakowianka Jaworzno (Polish football team)

Worst purchase in the name of fashion? 

Favourite fashion item? Burton beanie

What would you spend your last $50 on? Man Utd to win the Premier League this season

Most under-rated player at St Bernard’s? Tim Raffle, Anthony Venuto

Best joke: A lot of funny guys at the club, probably Daff though, just generally funny
SNOWDOG COUPLE OF THE MONTH








COMPETITION UPDATES

Punters Club

At half way through the cricket season our competitions having passed the half way mark and the race for the prize0money is heating up in earnest. In the punters club, round 15 has just passed us and it is Terry Davis who is our outright leader on 45 points, with the top 5 as follows:

1. Terry Davis 45points

2. Scatters and Coxy tied for 2nd on 43

3. Daff 40points

4. Dan Serrano & A. Jordan 38

5. Paddle 36

With Kevin Davey leading the race for being NAPA (Not A Punters A$$hole) for $50 refund for last on 20points, with John Raffle in hot pursuit with 21. As we have come to realize with this punters club, its all on luck so anybody can win or finish last…just takes a strong finish with good letters to get in the prize money. DON’T FORGET TO PAY YOUR ENTRY FEE OF $50 OR THE REMAINING BALANCE YOU OWE BY THE END OF JANUARY!

Ashes Dream Team
As the Aussies have wrapped up the Ashes and returned the urn to its rightful place the only questions left now are can we smash the Poms 5-0 and who will win our inaugural ASHES DREAMTEAM Competition? With soft blokes like Marto hanging up the creams and spastics such as Anderson, Giles and Watson getting dropped numerous dream teams have been dealt some big losses. But lesser likes such as Sarfraz “Sniffer” Clark, Monty and Mr Cricket have stepped up to post some big scores. After 3 tests and just choo (that’s 2 for those playing at home) tests remaining the leader-board for the Tetley Snowdogs dream-team has a good mix of Snowdog players and some outsiders who lead the pack; Top 10 are: 

1. Lightening 11 (Cara Unthank) = 3837

2. Mika-Kami (Michelle Gandolfo) = 3747

3. Chisel’s Snowdogs (Chris Davis) = 3742

4. Boong’s Battlers (Nick Rule) = 3736

5. Suckmymiddlewicket (Matt Malouf) = 3710

6. Roscoe’s Catch (Ross Rodgers) = 3703

7. G-Tram (Gerald ( [not a spelling mistake] McMahon) = 3680

8. AJ’s Army (Anthony Jordan) = 3677

9. Heinekens (Roberto Caruso) = 3665

10. Bargey Army (Nick Serrano) = 3638
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For all your Snowdog needs, visit








With 2006 coming to a close, MR X would like to continue his barrage on the woeful on-field Snowdog performances…





There have been some average performances this season by all so far - but is there hope for 2007… lets hope so!!!! Do something will you!! Who is going to step and lead us to the Promised Land, in all grades - for the remainder of the season. Contribute and you could be that one guy everyone will remember…





Enjoy the festive season and get on it big time and come back in fine form…





MR X signing off for 2006





 








