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ST. BERNARDS CRICKET CLUB NEWLSETTER 
February 2007

2007 the year of the Snowdog??

A belated welcome back to all Snowdogs for the run home of the 2006/07 cricket season, we hope you all had a relaxing, safe and enjoyable New Years and hopefully Santa delivered you the presents you wanted! Last time we went to press it was 2006, Britney still had hair, the cricket trip was all but booked and some bloke called DB was a big part of our club and 1’s team. How times have changed since our December issue…Britney now looks like one of the Bali 9, the Sydney-siders and Coogee Bay Laaadies will just have to keep their hormones in check a little longer and DB is now a Snowdog stalker, serial pest or whatever you want to call him, which has seen the boys not lose since his departure and make a final onslaught for a finals berth!

In the New year Issue of your number 1 selling newsletter the folks at Balls n All will wrap up all the on-field action from the rounds in 2007 across all grades, a social review of all the major functions we’ve seen gone over the summer and yet to come; as well as all the usual columns with Mr X controversial than ever, a player profile from Nick Serrano and more.

As we approach the end of the home and away season, with the 1sts and 2nds still chances to play finals, with both having to beat Avondale Heights this round (the 2’s require an outright win against the bottom placed & winless Avondale). There are still a number of Snowdog events and functions ahead to sign off on another cricket season. Social functions haven’t been the best attendance wise but everyone who has been to the majority of the functions have had an absolute ball and nothing but great times have been had! So for those who haven’t been seen at many functions show some support for the club, its not just your on-field contribution that keeps this club going but your off-field social presence goes along way to keeping our club strong and with the best social facilities in the VTCA its about time we all get on board and make every function a great turnout, instead of leaving it to the same people attending these functions. Whether you have study, work or family commitments it shouldn’t stop you from coming down to at least every second function and making an appearance, they are always pretty cost-friendly for everyone…so if you haven’t been to many this season get on board for the last couple functions we have before we don’t get to share a cold froffy for another 5-6months!

The final few functions we expect good turnouts for are the following so lock them into your diaries:

· Sensational Super Saturday Sippers = Saturday March 3rd (after last game), hopefully to celebrate some finals appearances!

· Presentation Night = Celebrate the on-field year by acknowledging the performances of your fellow Snowdogs and see who takes out the club awards! Date ( SATURDAY 31ST MARCH

· Mad Monday = the Monday after the last home and away game OR when our last team is knocked out of finals! Venue TBA!

· Cricket Trip = we are heading to Sydney, dates still to be decided pending weekends/finals results, email rowdy if you are interested!

Lets make the last home and away round for season 2006/07 a memorable one with some great individual and team performances and make Rosco dig into his pocket and dust off those cobwebs on his President’s wallet and make ‘SSSS’ a Presidents shout! Til Presentation Night Edition, sit back, relax and let the good times roll!

Rowdy and Daff

Chief Editors - Balls N All Newsletter
1’s Undefeated in 07’
The New Year has seen the 1’s be a force to be reckoned with in North A1, not losing a game this year, which includes 2 outright wins in a row to give them a sniff of a finals spot, all this after the walking forehead crawled out with his tail now firmly between his legs! The boys kicked the year off with a 1-day win against top 4 side at the time, Keilor Park. We batted first with Pants (28) and Prawn (15) putting a solid foundation down for the first wicket as Ossie (35) and Cully (43) batted well in the middle stages to keep wickets in hand as G-tram slapped a quick 14no at the end to post 8/159. In reply, Chisel (4/40) lead the attack by bowling the dangerous Ricky Misiti for 16 after he mistook G-tram for DB and pulled him for 6 into the carpark! Ossie bowled economically as always picking up 3/21 and rowdy also picked up 3-late wickets as Keilor Park were bowled out for 133! The second one-day match was a draw against Westmeadows as rain interrupted play.

It was back into the 2-dayers as we took on the bottom placed Werribee with an outright needed to keep our finals chance alive. After winning the toss at ‘The Pit’ Cully put Werribee in to bat to enhance our chances of getting an outright, everything went to plan on day 1 as we bowled them out for 103 in 50 overs, Ossie again in the wickets with 4/23 of 18 overs and Klacks snared 4/20 off 13. With 30 overs remaining in the days play Sniffer and Siff opened up aiming to grab first innings points on day 1, although falling short we hadn’t lost a wicket as Siff reached 50. Day 2 say Sniff (38) and Siff (61) notch up a hundred opening partnership which hasn’t been achieved in the 1’s for some time. This great platform allowed for Ossie (71) and Cully (40) slap up quick runs against an ordinary bowling attack before declaring at 7/227. With over a 100 run lead Cully unleashed Rowdy who didn’t bowl in the first innings as Werribee batsman had no idea, Cully secret weapon taking 7/47, with chisel chiming in with 2/30 before Ossie spoiled the Davis party taking the other wicket, as the boys cruised to an innings and 18-run victory.

Round 10 saw back to back games at the Home of Cricket and a crunch game against finals contender Parkville. We batted first making 142 as prawn lead from the front with a fine 41 as he was well supported by Johnny (24), Cully in the runs again with 23 and Ruley sweeping the spin attack to all parts late in the innings with 17no. On what was a tough, slow batting pitch the 142 was more like a 170-180 score although we would have liked more it allowed 10 dangerous overs before the end of day 1. The boys managed to have Parkville at 2/18 at stumps with Rowdy dismissing both the opening bats to put the game evenly poised. A week is a long time in not just footy but cricket also as in mid 30 degree weather the fit unit that the 1’s are run rampant on the disinterested students as only 2 bowlers were needed on day 2 for Parkville’s 1st innings as Chisel 3/6 and Trivia 3/13 bowled the rabble out for 30, as 2 Parkville batsman were unable to bat due to studying in the 1st innings! With the follow-on enforced and fresh bowlers we went about bowling Parkville out again for another outright win. It was tough going early with 4 of the top 5 bats making starts but the bowlers and good fielding wore the opposition down with Cully leading from the front with 3/40, Ossie and chisel took 2 apiece. With plenty of overs remaining 27 more runs were needed to get the 2nd outright win in the 1’s in two games and Sniffer unleashed his fury smashing 6 four’s in his 24 before Ossie finished the game off with the only other runs in the 4th over to record a memorable win!

2’s still an outside Finals chance!

With AJ’s men needing an outright victory against the bottom placed Avondale Heights to ensure a finals berth and defend the title they have had a mix bag after the break although making big scores in a few losses. The 2’s kicked off the New Year in a day-game against Scratcher’s mob, Keilor Park. Scratcher was up to his old tricks and not wanting to play with the pitch under-par, yet once play was on decided it was good enough to bat on, obviously a brain surgeon in his spare time. It was a tough day in the field for the 2’s as Keilor Park made 8/216 in the 40 overs with Tom O our leading bowler with 3/48, millsy and Denis picked up 2-each. In reply, our innings never really got started as we lost wickets at regular intervals whilst still in the hunt for the target, AJ (26), Bourkey (30) & 
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BJ (48) held the innings together in the top and middle order. But at 8/161 it looked behind us before Phats (18) and Sinclair (28no) made a late innings revival to take us in striking distance but fell short with 205 in what was a great chase!

The second one-day game was a wash out so the boys traveled to the fine suburb of Werribee for their next match. The boys got sent in by Werribee, which they would have liked their time again as the Dogs knocked up 9/272 batting the full overs with AJ in the runs again with 53 and the middle order of Nick Serrano & BJ (61 each) kept the innings going at a steady pace with the assistance of millsy (20) and Connor 22no who posted a great score for the bowlers to defend. Werribee got off to a flyer in the chase with their middle order keeping them on track, and with wickets hard to come by from the openers and change bowlers; AJ looked to the spin of Serrano (4/66) who got the valuable wickets of the top 2-3 opposition scorers to always keep in the game. At 5/230 the boys were in trouble but a great run-out by the skipper and good fielding and bowling, especially from BJ (2/15) saw the dogs take the last 5 wickets for 30 runs and capture a great come from behind win.

In a crunch game against perennial 2’s powerhouse Parkville, the boys ventured to the zoo and after looking on top early through early wickets by Venuto (3/46) looked on top with the home side struggling at 5/90 but a handy middle order partnership squared the game up as Parkville managed to score 178. With 20 overs remaining the day the boys had the chance to make some in-roads into the target but unfortunately we lost wickets regularly ending the day at 6/46. Day 2 saw Ivan and Tom O recommence the innings and with Serrano still to bat an early solid partnership was needed, but with Ivan going at 64 it was up to Nick (27) and Tom O (19) to try and set-up an unlikely victory, which they got us to over the 100 mark but the job was too great as the boys were bowled out for 127. The second innings for Parkville was about bonus points as they scored 5/165 with BJ our man with the ball snaring 2/7.

3rd’s in the mix but left with too much work!

In the middle of a log-jam of a ladder for the final couple of spots in the 3rd XI finals the 3’s required a string of wins after the break to keep in touch…unfortunately the first game didn’t get the result we were after, being set a target of 207 in 36 overs by Sunshine United after only taking 5 wickets, Zacca was the leading bowler with 2/49. The result we were after never ventured with the boys being skittled for just 89, Zacca capped off a good personal performance top scoring with 18. Round 8 saw the Altona North game get washed out, which left the boys with a lot of work to do after being comprehensively beaten in the one game after the break!

The next game was away against Keilor Park (Trav’s favourite ground) and after sending Keilor Park in Trav may have regretted his decision as the home side smashed up 263 on the back of 14 year olds 141. Kev O’Connell was our leading wicket taker with 3/55, Izzy Perona bought his ‘other’ bowling action to this taking 2/15 with Rob Vosti and Trav also taking 2, Daff’s tremendous reflex catch in slip was the highlight in the field - if you missed it just ask him, he’ll show you…for the kids learning at home ‘catch and roll, catch and roll’!!! In what is a small ground and obviously fast outfields in these times of our Grade 38 water restrictions the target was always on the cards for a 3’s victory. Despite losing Barge in the first over of the innings it was our skipper who led from the front with Trav backing up his century at this ground earlier in the year with another, making 119…a sensational effort by Trav!! Together with the Boong (69…great score) these two managed to put on 126 for the 2nd wicket. However, once the Boong was dismissed we lost some quick wickets and all that was needed was someone to put on a partnership with Trav to steer us over the line and it came in the form of Tim Raffle (35) and Sauce Koc (26) who helped in getting the boys over the line with a great score of 290 and keep our finals chance alive!

Our arch rival was next, being Essendon Grammar who are a powerhouse club and on the tiny ground at Essendon Grammar saw the opposition knock up 292, with Korka, Rob Vosti and Trav all taking 2 wickets each. With 2 dangerous overs to face at the end of day 1, the heroes from the previous game Trav and Boong got us through unscathed putting on 11 without loss. A mouth-watering day 2 was all set-up in this run chase, some tipped back to back hundreds from Trav was needed, also another big Boong score and if Daff survived the abuse from his not out umpiring decision on a run out, a quick-fire 80 before tea would be handy. But due to unforeseen circumstances the school pulled the ground from Essendon Grammar Cricket club and no play on day 2 was allowed and a draw was the result, unfortunately an appeal for us to claim the points via forfeit was dismissed and with it our 3’s chance of making the finals!

4th’s last round outright & other results required for finals berth

In what has been a tough year for numbers especially filling the 4th XI side, John Jordan has done an exceptional job with the 4’s in not only putting 11 blokes out on the field but being competitive, unearthing new young talent and giving us an outside sniff of finals! The first game of the New year for the 4’s resulted in a solid victory over Hoppers Crossing A, after being sent it the 4’s smashed 7/210 off their allotted 36 overs, despite losing 2 for 0 to start the day a great knock by Koc (85) and skipper Jayers (71) who put on possibly a 4th XI record of 168 runs for the 3rd wicket…with from nowhere the comeback kid, the wild thing Luke Milesi making a surprised appearance in the snowdog colours hitting a handy 26 late in the order. In reply a good chase was made by the opposition who ran out of overs finish at 6/191, the cookie monster (Greg Cook) doing the damage with the aggot taking 3/36. In the wash-out round, the 4’s surprisingly got a start out at Altona North having the opposition 4/65 before rain stopped play, Izzy taking 2/10.

Round 12 saw the 4’s back at The Pit and after batting first and getting off to a good start with Team Manager Rosco (41) Tom Caven (49) and Jayers (20) all making scores in the top order but after the great start of 3/114 the batting dropped away to Jayers disgust as the boys only managed a score of 192 which was still competitive without being what they thought it would after the great start. In response, Jayers thoughts were on the money as the boys went down by just 7runs, as wickets were shared Patty, Davey and the Protégé (Liam Jilla) all taking 2wickets. 

Then next round saw the 4’s take on and defeat again another Hoppers Crossing side, this time their B-side. After batting first again a modest total of 167 was made by the Dogs in 53 overs with Jayers (41), Rosco (31) and Scatters (26) all getting starts without going on with it and making a big score to defend. In reply, an awesome start by the boys to finish day 1 as Ryan took 3 wickets before stumps, having the visitors 3/21. On day 2, scatters took off from where he left off on his way to 6-wicket bag to follow up his 7 wicket haul earlier in the year. But after cruising to 6/157 needing just a further 10 runs to win, the Snowdog spirit as always shone through as the boys dug deep on the back of Scatters and claimed the last 4 opposition wickets for just 8runs, recording a memorable 2-run win and didn’t the boys celebrate. From playing on the main oval at the same time as that was opening, personally I’ve rarely heard the 4’s celebrate a wicket as loud as other sides but when they took the final couple of wickets they absolutely erupted, which we heard from Oval 1, which inspired the 1’s team who were fighting to get a break-through and hearing that inspired the boys a bit, so it great to see Jayers and the 4’s boys playing with passion and pushing for finals it was has been a tough year!
SOCIAL NEWS

As mentioned earlier in the newsletter there have been numerous Snowdog functions since the last newsletter. We kicked of the New Year with our 2nd annual 20/20 cricket match, which was a huge hit in its debut year we kept the tradition going with an Australia Day Eve match this time against the St Bernard’s Footy Club. The standard of the match wasn’t as good as last year against Keilor Park but a great turnout was had especially by the Footy Club.  Luke Baird and Tim Raffle were given their shot in the side after Daff decided to let the young kids play… as the Snowdogs batted first after Ossie won the toss with a 2-sided heads coin. Some lusty hitting early from Mighty followed by somewhat of a collapse and a late innings revival by Man of the Match G-tram saw a modest total scored by the cricket boys! The footy boys showed some talent with the bat in the likes of Nick Mitchell, Hogi and G-love before their ace fell to “that” f*ckin catch by Fatty Vautin! With just 4 needed off the last ball by the footy team Ossie bowled his surprise ball, ‘the dart’ which was too quick for young Salva as mighty took yet another stumping in the much, as the footy club fell just short, could it be they didn’t quite have enough ticker!? A great night it was for the club with great numbers watching the game and then again after-match upstairs with the bar being stripped of all liquor by the end of the night, thanks to all those who helped out working on the night and those who turned up to enjoy the festivities although it was a slightly disappointing turnout by the players seeing it was a training night!

Our other main function we had was the Theme Night, again running on the back of the great night had by those at the 80’s night last year, we put the theme to the Snowdog people this year via our website poll and the ‘S’ party came out on top. Again not a great turn out but is seen as one of the best nights of our social calendar by those who turn up. Some great costumes on the night with the photos to be uploaded onto our website shortly! But here’s a taste…
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Looking ahead as the season ends, as mentioned earlier a couple more functions for people who haven’t been seen at our social events this year to make up for it and show some support for the club and the hard work put in by all the committee for these events! The first being just a casual sip on Saturday night after the last home and away game…BBQ dinner will be put on get down to the club straight after the game and enjoy a casual drink to celebrate the end of another season and hopefully a couple final berths. We also have our annual Presentation night to acknowledge the achievements by our fellow team-mates throughout the year, see if Ossie will become 6-time, who will become the next winner of the Phaze Davis Memorial and a special video presentation put together by Wilko – ‘Year of the Snowdog’! Date ( SATURDAY 31ST MARCH @ the clubrooms…More details will follow in the coming weeks via email!

Finally, the last function will be the cricket trip…destination Sydney, dates are yet to be decided due to the possibility of finals being played by a couple teams but dates will be announced in the next week or so…an awesome weekend was had by the 10 who went to Adelaide last year so register your interest with rowdy ASAP!

EDITORIAL by MR X
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GETTING TO KNOW YOUR TEAM MATES
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Name: Nicholas Serrano

Nickname(s): Cuz, Barge, Travellator, Wog

Relationship status: Girlfriend

Occupation: Operations Manager

First Car: Magna

Dream Car: Porsche 911 turbo

Favourite food: Wog food

Favourite non-alcoholic drink: Coke

Favourite alcoholic drink: Beer

Favourite TV Show(s): Simpsons, Prison Break, Lost, Friends, Sopranos

Favourite movie: Too many to name

Worst movie: Anything without a bit of T&A!

First Kiss: She was a lovely…she was Kylie Kuce!! Ahh the memory
Favourite nightspot in Melbourne– why?  Vynil (cause they let me in)

Phrase you’re known for saying a lot: Issssssi Boyyyy

Motto to live life by: Live life to the max…. Pepsi Max!!

Favourite song: Any Bon Jovi tune

Cricket Superstitions: When you perform never change your routine

Sporting hero: Shane Warne, James Hird, Ricky Ponting, Chris Judd

Favourite Cricketer (if different to sport hero): Warne Ponting Hussey

Top 3 favourite sporting moments:

Essendon 2000

Italy World Cup 2006

Melbourne Victory 2007

Favourite Band/Artist: Bon Jovi

What would your last meal be if you were on death row? Wog Banquet

If you were the 8th dwarf what would your name be? Barge

Why do female cricketers wear a box? To hold there lip-stick

Where is Osama Bin Laden hiding? Under Paddles bed

How would you rate your season at the Snowdogs? Scratchy early, Performing late.

Do you think The “best” pom we have had will return to the snowdogs? Why?

Its hard to say… I don’t know where dom clapp is!!!  Maybe he’s under hemmers porch!!

What song would you sing in a karaoke bar: Living on a Prayer

Your most used pick up line?  Cant say ive ever used one.

Ever been arrested?  Yes          What for:  Being Sexy

I want to be more like….   Chris Judd           Because…. Hes a genius!

Goals for cricket this season: Finish the year with a Ton, Cricket Trip

Favourite cricket captain – why?:  Jordo cause he takes everything on board!

What would you be if you weren’t in your current occupation: AFL Footballer

Last time you cried: No Idea 

Most memorable moment at the cricket club/highlight: Seconds Premiership 06/07

Name a social function idea you would like to see introduced: Mexican Party (coronas, tequila, nachos and tacos)

All time favourite St Bernard’s character – why? Hemmer and Jimmy McKay – those of you who played with these blokes or have had some contact with them you will know…

Describe your pre-game cricket routine:  Listen to Beaten Faves on SEN,Study Form,Make some bets,Eat Breaky,Toilet x 3 (Sinclair knows),Drive to ground….

Greatest achievement: 120 not out in the 3rds (116 after lunch)

AFL Team: Essendon

Funniest thing seen on a cricket field: Mark ‘Phaze’ Davis and Jack about to punch on over Phase’s lack of cricket ability

Best personal performance: 120 not out

Best bowling performance: 5 – 50 off 20odd in the 4ths

Best batting performance: 120 not out

Favourite game you’ve played at the club: 2nds Grand Final

Whose the slowest bloke at the club? Well some witnessed be beating AJ to the boundary last game, However I think there’s 3 or 4 slower. (Dennis, Wilko and The Spy)

VTCA club you love to beat? All of them!!!

If you had to invite 3 people to dinner who would they be? Hird, Warne, Jen Hawkins

Stranded on an island name 3 things you would take: Beer, Food, TV

Choose one (add comment if want)

· Paris/Nikki – Paris… Mad if ya dont

· Summer/Marisa (O.C) Marissa… by a nipple

· Udders, peach, onion? All about the peach

· Britney (with shaved head) or DB-love – Britney just

Name St Bernard’s player most likely to appear on, and why?

· Big Brother: Rule (they always need a gay bloke)

· Australian Idol: Asif (Bollywood style)

· Australia’s Most Wanted: Ivan / Sinclair ( I better not say)

· Dancing with the stars: Chiz 

Ideal cricket trip location: P&O

If you brought a race horse what would you call it?    Budda Bing

Worst purchase in the name of fashion? Brown Chords (why)

Favourite fashion item? Grey Suit

What would you spend your last $50 on? Tab and Beer

Most under-rated player at St Bernard’s? Boong / Korka / Koc

Best joke: Couldn’t think of one of the top of my head so ill go with a bad joke I heard last night from scatters jnr

What did the kiwi say when he saw the statue?

STAT U BRO

Yuk
COMPETITION UPDATES

Punters Club

With just 2 weeks remaining in the 26 week competition, results were stopped being shown after round 20 to build the suspense in the final rounds. The top of the leader board is extremely close, with several of the leaders drawing letters who haven’t faired too well so far this season, which opens the competition right up to those just a few behind with good letters anyone of 10-15 could grab the top 3 places and some prize money, with 4 people possibly fighting it out for the last prize and money back position! DON’T FORGET THOSE WHO HAVENT PAID ALL OF THEIR $50 ENTRY (you have had 26 rounds to get it in) GET IT TO ME ASAP I WILL BE CHASING YOU UP THIS WEEKEND FOR IT so make sure you put it aside IF YOU HAVENT PAID BY THE END OF COMPETITION YOU WON’T GET YOUR PRIZEMONEY, the next person who is paid up will take it!!!
Ashes Dream Team
A great competition was run by Nick Serrano with good number of entries and one of the closest finishes you would have wanted to see, with just 5 points separating 1st from 3rd. Thanks to everyone for participating, with a good number of outsiders entering the competition, which saw 2 of them finish 1st and 2nd. Matthew Malouf (care of Rowdy) won the competition with 5706points, Cara Unthank (care of Dan Serrano) came a stiff 2nd just 1 point behind with 5705 points and Nick “The Boong” Rule led the Snowdog Players in 3rd with 5701. They will receive their prizemoney and full results can now be seen on the website under comps…should you have any feedback or ways to improve the competition for next season feel free to email/contact Nick nserrano@bigpond.net.au
�











As the season draws to a close – hopefully for some, it will go on for a couple more weeks – I turn my attention to the lack of younger attendees at social functions and/or for that matter, actually coming out with MR X and the rest of the crew on a Saturday night… it must lift!! Excuses are meaningless unless you can be seen amongst the Snowdog faithfull… Get on your bike, ride down the street, walk into Dan Murphy's and do yourself and the club a favour by grabbing the special of the week – a bargin at just $19.95 a slab with a free longneck, that’s right get that slab of Uncle Chop Chop's ‘Harden the f&$k Up!’ and make the effort kids… 





On another note… As our friend Jenna Jameson says… ‘try it once Paddle and all will be fine!!! They love it… trust me!!’








